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Whittier council
expected to approve
lower development fees

Mike Sprague, Staff Writer

Posted: 05/17/2010 04:19:31 PM PDT

WHITTIER - The days of tough negotiations with
housing developers over park fees should be
over once the City Council gives final passage to
a lower development impact fee, city officials
believe.

The City Council is expected to give final
approval next Tuesday to new fees that are only
about a quarter of what the existing code
requires.

It now requires a fee of about $25,000 per unit,
but new fees are $7,693 per unit for single-
family homes or $6,417 per unit for multiple-
family such as apartments or condominiums.

"We felt the market wouldn't bear that price at
this point in time," said Jeff Collier, director of
community development, referring to the
existing rate.

"We want to make sure we recoup as much as we

can so we can put it toward new park and
recreation facilities," Collier said. "We also don't
want to put such a burden that would discourage
new developments."

In 2006, the City Council reduced the fee for the
Ravello townhomes to nearly $9,000 per unit and
in 2008 it reduced the price to about $5,000 per
unit for the Gables townhomes.

In both cases, developers had said the city's
$25,000 per-unit fee would have killed their
projects. As a result, the city compromised.

"We've come down considerably (from that fee),"
Collier said. "We're about a quarter of where we
were at. These fees are in line with what we've
negotiated with developers.”

Money from these fees can be spent on the
purchase of new

park land, other recreation facilities and for
libraries.

City staff already has compiled a $64 million
wish list of priorities.

But the money it has collected so far from the
two developments, $470,490, won't go far
toward this list, said Nancy Mendez, assistant
city manager.

Mendez said no decisions have been made and
she's not sure how this money and any other new
fees would be spent.

"Staff will go to the Parks and Recreation
Commission (to ask) how to expend these funds,"
Mendez said.

Advertisement

e T
WEARTLAND Quay Ty

SAVE %647

Plus, get
3 FREE Gifts

OMAHA STEAKS

Special Code: 45089ZWN

To Order: www.OmahaSteaks.com/print71 orcall 1-877-586-4455

Print Powered By (Jd| FormatDynamics”

http://www.whittierdailynews.com/news/ci 15104726 5/17/2010



Whittier council expected to approve lower development fees - Whittier Daily News Page 2 of 2

whittierdailynews.com

mike.sprague@sgvn.com
562-698-0955, ext. 3022

Advertisement

PROTECT CALL NOW and receive o FREE wireless

remate control with PANIC BUTTON!

BRI EITEIIT

Mon-Fri Sam - 10pm - Sat Sam-Tpm - Sun 11am - 6pm EST

ssso val“a! M na ot te jon Tot partt el et wash eafy 0§79 mstallation fre and the perchaue of alom monitsting tervicer et & Conditinns apply.

Print Powered By (ld|FormatDynamics”)

http://www.whittierdailynews.com/news/ci 15104726 5/17/2010



